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MEDIA RELEASE

22 November 2011
United Nations Human Rights joins 16 days of Activism against Gender Violence in the Pacific
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

In order to mark International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women (25 November) and 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence (25 November – 10 December), women's organisations, human rights groups and various actors around the world are joining up and organising a number of events and activities. The 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence is an international annual campaign originating from the first Women's Global Leadership Institute in 1991. 
Matilda Bogner, Regional Representative of OHCHR’s Pacific Office, said:
“Linking the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women and the 16 Days of Activism with International Human Rights Day (10 December) brings home a global, clear and strong message – gender based violence is a human rights violation. Gender based violence, including sexual violence, domestic violence, sorcery-related killings, and femicide (the killing of women because they are women) are among the most pressing human rights issues in the Pacific. In this context, it is of the utmost importance to build and support home grown human rights organisations and activities to prevent future violations by holding the perpetrators of violence against women accountable. Such work can save and protect lives.”
During the 16 Days of Activism, the United Nations (UN) Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) Regional Office for the Pacific is organising events that support Women’s Human Rights Defender Networks. These networks of individuals and organisations defending human rights have been, or are being, set up to help protect each other and to advocate for reforms in legislation, policies and practice. Events are being organised in Honiara, Solomon Islands, in November and in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea in December, with participants drawn from a wide range of non-governmental organisations and human rights groups.
The Honiara based seminar will be a forum for various actors and human rights defenders to discuss strategies on human rights protection, state accountability and strengthen coordination work among civil society organisations and networks. “The seminar will look at how to promote stronger action and accountability of the Government in relation to gender based violation. It will also examine how human rights defenders, who often work under dangerous conditions, can be better protected,” Ms Bogner said.  

The December event in Papua New Guinea will facilitate women leaders from the seven provinces of the Highlands to come together in Goroka, Eastern Highlands. “They will meet to strategise how to work together to address pressing issues such as sorcery-related accusations and killings of women and gender based violence in armed tribal conflict. The need to strengthen the Government’s response to these issues through the justice and police systems will also be discussed,” Ms Bogner said.
Ms Bogner also used this opportunity to congratulate recent recipients of the UNDP Pacific Centre Strengthening Capacities for Peace and Development Regional Project small grants. She further noted that a number of recipients are in fact members of existing Women’s Human Rights Defender Networks in Papua New Guinea and are also involved in the 16 Days of Activism campaign. “I’d like to commend the Simbu Human Rights Advocates, Voice for Change, Hako Women's Collective, Leitana Nehan, and the North Bougainville Women's Federation for their activities and successful bids for the grants. OHCHR in the Pacific looks forward to continuing to work alongside these groups to advance human rights,” she said.
The 16 Days Campaign has been used as an organising strategy by individuals and groups around the world to call for the elimination of all forms of violence against women. OHCHR in the Pacific joins the campaign to: raise awareness about gender-based violence as a human rights issue at the local, national, regional and international levels; strengthen national work around violence against women; establish a clear link between local and international work to end violence against women; provide a forum in which organisers can develop and share new and effective strategies; demonstrate the solidarity of women around the world organising to eliminate violence against women; and create tools to pressure governments to implement promises made to eliminate violence against women.
ENDS
For further information and media requests to OHCHR’s Regional Office for the Pacific in Suva, please contact Communications Officer Jacob Quinn at + (679) 331 0465 (ext. 211), or by email: jacob.quinn@one.un.org.
Notes to Editors:
· For more information about the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence visit http://www.saynotoviolence.org/join-say-no/2011-16-days-activism-against-gender-violence-campaign
· OHCHR leads global Human Rights efforts and works to promote and protect the Human Rights that are guaranteed under international law and stipulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948.

· OHCHR is headed by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navanethem Pillay, who coordinates Human Rights activities throughout the UN System and supervises the Human Rights Council.
· OHCHR Regional Office for the Pacific covers 16 countries: Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.
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